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2026 * The Future of Judicial Independence
Mila Versteeg, University of Virginia School of Law, Judicial Independence and Court-Curbing: Comparative Insights
Adam Sopko, University of Colorado Law School, Gerryshopping

2025 - Judicial Interpretation and Precedent: The Vital Role of State Courts
Jonathan Marshfield, University of Florida Levin College of Law, Popular Accountability and State Constitutional Law
Gerald Dickinson, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, The Bottom-Up Constitution: States and the Evolution of American Constitutional Law

2024 - Artificial Intelligence and the Courts

Discussions & papers: Al in the Courtroom: A Primer; Al Trends, Regulations, and Litigation; Judicial Economy in the Age of Al; Al and
Evidence: What Should Judges Look For?; Al, Judges, and Legal Ethics; Deep Think: The Future of Al in the Law

2023 - Expert Testimony: Judges, Science, and Trial by Jury

Michael Saks, Arizona State University, Expert Evidence: Evolution of Rules and Practices

Anne Bloom, UC Berkeley School of Law, Judicial Gatekeeping, Expert Testimony, and the Future of American Courts

2022 - Civil Justice in America: Responsibility to the Public
Stephan Landsman, DePaul College of Law, Civil Justice and Accountability: The Challenge of Grave Corporate Misconduct
Stephen Daniels, American Bar Foundation, The Rule of Law is Fragile: The Importance of Legitimacy and Access

2021 » Juries, Voir Dire, Batson, and Beyond: Achieving Fairness in Civil Jury Trials
Valerie P. Hans, Cornell Law School, Challenges to Achieving Fairness in Civil Jury Selection
Shari Seidman Diamond, Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, Judicial Rulemaking for Jury Trial Fairness

2020 - Dangerous Secrets: Confronting Confidentiality in Our Public Courts
Dustin B. Benham, Texas Tech University School of Law, Foundational and Contemporary Court Secrecy Issues
Sergio J. Campos, University of Miami School of Law, Confidentiality in the Courts: Privacy Protection or Prior Restraint?

2019 - Aggregate Litigation In State Courts: Preserving Vital Mechanisms
D. Theodore Rave, University of Houston Law Center, Federal Trends Affecting Aggregate Litigation in the State Courts
Myriam Gilles, Cardozo Law School, Yeshiva University, Rethinking Multijurisdictional Coordination of Complex Mass Torts

2018 - State Court Protection Of Individual Constitutional Rights
Robert F. Williams, Rutgers Law School, State Constitutional Protection of Civil Litigation
Justin L. Long, Wayne State University School of Law, State Constitutional Structures Affect Access to Civil Justice

2017 » Jurisdiction: Defining State Courts’ Authority
Simona Grossi, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, Personal Jurisdiction: Origins, Principles, and Practice
Adam Steinman, The University of Alabama School of Law, State Court Jurisdiction in the 21st Century

2016 » Who Will Write Your Rules—Your State Court or the Federal Judiciary?

Stephen B. Burbank, University of Pennsylvania Law School and Sean Farhang, University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, Rulemaking and
the Counterrevolution Against Federal Litigation: Discovery

Stephen Subrin, Northeastern University School of Law and Thomas Main, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Boyd College of Law, Should State
Courts Follow the Federal System in Court Rulemaking and Procedural Practice?

2015 ¢ Judicial Transparency and the Rule of Law

Judith Resnik, Yale Law School, Contracting Transparency: Public Courts, Privatizing Processes, and Democratic Practices

Nancy Marder, IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, Judicial Transparency in the Twenty-First Century.

2014 - Forced Arbitration and the Fate of the 7th Amendment: The Core of America’s Legal System at Stake?
Myriam Gilles, Cardozo Law School, Yeshiva University, The Demise of Deterrence: Mandatory Arbitration and the “Litigation Reform” Movement
Richard Frankel, Drexel University School of Law, State Court Authority Regarding Forced Arbitration After Concepcion

2013 » The War on the Judiciary: Can Independent Judging Survive?
Charles Geyh, Indiana University Maurer School of Law, The Political Transformation of the American Judiciary
Amanda Frost, American University, Washington College of Law, Honoring Your Oath in Political Times
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2012 ¢ Justice Isn’t Free: The Court Funding Crisis and Ilts Remedies

John T. Broderick, University of New Hampshire School of Law, and Lawrence Friedman, New England School of Law, State Courts and Public
Justice: New Challenges, New Choices

J. Clark Kelso, McGeorge School of Law, Strategies for Responding to the Budget Crisis: From Leverage to Leadership

2011 » The Jury Trial Implosion: The Decline of Trial by Jury and its Significance for Appellate Courts

Marc Galanter, University of Wisconsin Law School, and Angela Frozena, The Continuing Decline of Civil Trials in American Courts
Stephan Landsman, DePaul University College of Law, The Impact of the Vanishing Jury Trial on Participatory Democracy

Hon. William G. Young, Massachusetts District Court, Federal Courts Nurturing Democracy

2010 ° Back to the Future: Pleading Again in the Age of Dickens?
A. Benjamin Spencer, Washington and Lee University School of Law, Pleading in State Courts after Twombly and Igbal
Stephen B. Burbank, University of Pennsylvania Law School, Pleading, Access to Justice, and the Distribution of Power

2009 - Preemption: Will Traditional State Authority Survive?
Mary J. Davis, University of Kentucky College of Law, Is the “Presumption against Preemption” Still Valid?
Thomas O. McGarity, University of Texas School of Law, When Does State Law Trigger Preemption Issues?

2008 » Summary Judgment on the Rise: Is Justice Falling?
Arthur R. Miller, New York University School of Law, The Ascent of Summary Judgment and Its Consequences for State Courts and State Law
Georgene M. Vairo, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, Defending against Summary Justice: The Role of the Appellate Courts

2007 - The Least Dangerous but Most Vulnerable Branch: Judicial Independence and the Rights of Citizens
Penny J. White, University of Tennessee College of Law, Judicial Independence in the Aftermath of Republican Party of Minnesota v. White
Sherrilyn Ifill, University of Maryland School of Law, Rebuilding and Strengthening Support for an Independent Judiciary

2006  The Whole Truth? Experts, Evidence, and the Blindfolding of the Jury
Joseph Sanders, University of Houston Law Center, Daubert, Frye, and the States: Thoughts on the Choice of a Standard
Nicole Waters, National Center for State Courts, Standing Guard at the Jury’s Gate: Daubert's Impact on the State Courts

2005 * The Rule(s) of Law: Electronic Discovery and the Challenge of Rulemaking in the State Courts

Discussions address state court rulemaking, legislative encroachments on judicial authority, federal influence on state rules, adaptation to electronic
information, differences between electronic and traditional discovery, and whether states should adopt proposed federal e-discovery rules.

2004 - Still Coequal? State Courts, Legislatures, and the Separation of Powers

Discussions address state court responses to legislative encroachment, deference to legislative findings, separation of powers, court funding,
declining lawyer representation in legislatures, the judiciary’s role in democracy, and protecting citizens’ rights through judicial authority.

2003 » The Privatization of Justice? Mandatory Arbitration and the State Courts

Discussions address the rise of binding arbitration clauses, federal preemption of state law under the Federal Arbitration Act (FAA), standards
for waiving jury trial rights, the purported national policy favoring arbitration, and resistance to FAA encroachment on state law.

2002 - State Courts and Federal Authority: A Threat to Judicial Independence?

Discussions address challenges to state court authority through removal and preemption, state courts’ capacity to manage class actions and
complex litigation, their constitutional powers, and their relationships with legislatures and federal courts.

2001 * The Jury as Fact Finder and Community Presence in Civil Justice

Discussions include the behavior and reliability of juries, empirical studies of juries, efforts to blindfold the jury, the history of the civil jury in Britain
and America, the treatment of juries by appellate courts, how juries judge cases in comparison to other fact-finders, and possible future approaches
to trial by jury in the United States.

2000 * Open Courts with Sealed Files: Secrecy’s Impact on American Justice

Discussions address secrecy’s impact on individual rights, forms of courtroom secrecy, ethical concerns surrounding confidential settlements, the
news media’s role, tensions between confidentiality and public access, and judicial approaches to secrecy requests.

1999 - Controversies Surrounding Discovery and Its Effect on the Courts

Discussions include the existing empirical research on the operation of civil discovery; the contrast between the research findings and the myths
about discovery that have circulated; and whether or not the recent changes to the federal courts’ discovery rules advance the purpose of discovery.
1998 « Assaults on the Judiciary: Attacking the “Great Bulwark of Public Liberty”

Discussions address threats to judicial independence from politically motivated attacks on courts and judges, legislative restrictions that may violate
constitutional guarantees, and potential responses by judicial and legal communities and citizens.

1997 - Scientific Evidence in the Courts: Concepts and Controversies

Discussions include the background of the controversy over scientific evidence; issues, assumptions, and models in judging scientific disputes; and

T K

the applicability of the Daubert decision’s “reliability threshold” under state law analogous to Rule 702 of the Federal Rules of Evidence.
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1996 - Possible State Court Responses to American Law Institute’s Proposed Restatement of Products Liability

Discussions address the American Law Institute’s (ALI) restatement process, proposed products liability provisions and academic responses, their
relationship to negligence and warranty law, and potential state court responses to adopting ALI recommendations.

1995 « Preserving Access to Justice: Effects on State Courts of the Proposed Long Range Plan for Federal Courts

Discussions include the constitutionality of the federal courts’ plan to shift caseloads to state courts without adequate funding support, as well as
the impact on access to justice of the proposed plan.

1993 « Preserving the Independence of the Judiciary
Discussions include the impact on judicial independence of judicial selection processes and resources available to the judiciary.

1992 - Protecting Individual Rights: The Role of State Constitutionalism

Discussions include the renewal of state constitutionalism on the issues of privacy, search and seizure, and speech, among others. Also discussed
was the role of the trial bar and academics in this renewal.

LAW REVIEWS FROM ACADEMIC SYMPOSIA

2023 * The Future of Substantive Due Process: What Are the Stakes?, SMU Law Journal, Vol. 76, No. 3

2021 « The Internet and the Law: Legal Challenges in the New Digital Age, Hastings Law Journal, Vol. 73, No. 5

2019 - Class Actions, Mass Torts, and MDLs: The Next 50 Years, Lewis & Clark Law Review, Vol. 24, No. 2

2017 » The Jury Trial and Remedy Guarantees: Fundamental Rights or Paper Tigers?, Oregon Law Review, Vol. 96, No. 2

2016 » The Demise of the Grand Bargain: Compensation for Injured Workers in the 21st Century, Rutgers University Law Review,
Vol. 69, No. 3

2015 * The “War” on the U.S. Civil Justice System, Emory Law Journal, Vol. 65, No. 6
2005 * Medical Malpractice, Vanderbilt Law Review, Vol. 59, No. 4
2002 - Mandatory Arbitration, Law and Contemporary Problems, Vol. 67, No. 1 & 2, Duke University School of Law
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A FIFTY-YEAR HISTORY OF THE CHALLENGES
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE
How American lawyers built the ASSOCIATION OF TRIAL LAWYERS OF AMERICA
world’s only legal system that makes the
Rule of Law work for all the people
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The Founding Lawyers and David v. Goliath: ATLA and the The Jury In America
America’s Quest for Justice Fight for Everyday Justice by John Guinther (1988)

by Stuart M. Speiser (2010) by Richard S. Jacobson &
Jeffrey R. White (2004)

Most of NCJI's publications are available for free download at https://ncji.org/.
For information on how to obtain paper copies, contact:
NATIONAL CIVIL JUSTICE INSTITUTE
777 Sixth Street, NW, Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20001 | 202-944-2841 | info@ncji.org
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